
Bennochy church 22nd December 2019  "Are we there yet?"  You 

left the house 5 minutes ago,  and you know there are many hours 

of travel ahead of you.  The voice comes from the back seat, 

wearing headphones, ready for the journey with her ipad, books 

and snacks.  "Are we there yet?"  

As the crow flies, the distance from Nazareth to Bethlehem is 

about 70 miles. I put it into Google maps and with light traffic it 

said it would take about 2hours. A route that avoids the West 

Bank . I suspect it took Mary and Joseph a bit longer than that. I 

wonder how often Mary say to Joseph, 'are we there yet?'  

Actually, she knew the route. She had done it not that long before, 

visiting her cousin Elizabeth.  

I read a interesting article that said that both  Mary and Joseph 

probably walked, even though Mary was pregnant.  He calculated 

a speed of 2.5 mph, over 20 miles a day, which would mean a trip 

of anything between four to seven 8-hour days.  Mary and Joseph 

would have avoided the territory of Samaria, which was the direct 

route, adding another 20 miles or so to their journey. This was due 

to the animosity between their two nations. Going through 

Samaria was regarded as too dangerous. 

He did not believe they had a donkey. In fact he surmised that 

using a donkey would have slowed them up! For a donkey goes at 

its own pace. Not yours! And riding a donkey, 8 hours a day would 

have been far too uncomfortable. Even pregnant,  it would have 

been better to walk. Looks good on the Christmas card. But he 

says not very practical.  

The journey by Mary and Joseph is key to the Christmas story, 

because it is enveloped in ancient prophecy that had to be 

fulfilled.  To pick up the ancient narrative of God, and make it true, 

certain things had to be put in place, for Jesus to be declared,  

messiah, Son of God.   

First of all, Jesus had to be a descendant of King David. Listen to 

the words of Isaiah; For a child has been born—for us! 

    the gift of a son—for us! 

He’ll take over 

    the running of the world. 

His names will be: Amazing Counsellor, 

    Strong God, 

Eternal Father, 

    Prince of Wholeness. 

His ruling authority will grow, 

    and there’ll be no limits to the wholeness he brings. 

He’ll rule from the historic David throne 

    over that promised kingdom. 

He’ll put that kingdom on a firm footing 

    and keep it going 

With fair dealing and right living, 

    beginning now and lasting always. 

The zeal of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies 

    will do all this. [Message Isaiah 9: 6-7] 

The role of Joseph, is not biological. It is genealogical. He is the 

male heir. He is the one who is the descendent of David.  For the 

people of God that was hugely important.  How else could Jesus 

legitimatise his claim to be the Messiah of God? Joseph is the link 



between King David and Jesus. And Matthew gives him his rightful 

place.  

The story tellers also had to get Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. 

Hence the story of the census. The census is not important. 

Bethlehem is. Listen to the prophecy of Micah,  "But you, 

Bethlehem, David’s country, 

    the runt of the litter— 

From you will come the leader 

    who will shepherd-rule Israel. 

He’ll be no upstart, no pretender. 

    His family tree is ancient and distinguished. 

Meanwhile, Israel will be in foster homes 

    until the birth pangs are over and the child is born, 

And the scattered brothers come back 

    home to the family of Israel. 

He will stand tall in his shepherd-rule by GOD’s strength, 

    centred in the majesty of GOD-Revealed. 

And the people will have a good and safe home, 

    for the whole world will hold him in respect— 

    Peacemaker of the world! [the Message, Micah 5: 2-4] 

And finally, Mary had to be a virgin. In Matthews account, he 

highlights the role of Joseph.  

"While he was trying to figure a way out, he had a dream. God’s 

angel spoke in the dream: “Joseph, son of David, don’t hesitate to 

get married. Mary’s pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God’s Holy Spirit 

has made her pregnant. She will bring a son to birth, and when she 

does, you, Joseph, will name him Jesus—‘God saves’—because he 

will save his people from their sins.” This would bring the prophet’s 

embryonic sermon to full term: 

Watch for this—a virgin will get pregnant and bear a son; 

They will name him Immanuel (Hebrew for “God is with us”). 

[Message, Matthew 1: 20-23] 

 

Actually,  the original Hebrew simply says, a 'young girl'.  Let's just 

say, that if the  death of Jesus was to be the miracle of 

resurrection, then his birth at Bethlehem, had to be divine.  

Now we have all the main characters in place. Let the story unfold. 

The story of Immanuel. "God with us".  

 

"And Joseph (that man again) named him Jesus."  All our names 

mean something. Robin means, 'Bright fame'. The meaning of 

Jesus is, 'God is salvation'. In the birth of Jesus, something very 

special is happening.  Every fact might not be historical, and to the 

biblical writers, that was not important.  

 

Their story is theological. Is it about God, entering the world and 

fulfilling ancient promises of hope for the future.  So in Advent, we 

travel to Bethlehem,  with the parents of Jesus, Magi and 

shepherds, to claim hope in promises revealed,  and promises still 

to come. The journey is never easy nor ever  finished, yet,  it 

destination offers the possibility,  of an encounter with God. 

Immanuel. "God with us". Amen.  


