
Comment. (lights only at front) 

At Christmas, what are we asked to believe in? Can we drill down into its 

meaning, and wonder, what is God asking us to respond to? For I believe it 

is now  too easy,  to simply accept the world's  interpretation of this 

ancient narrative.  

Can we see past those perfect Christmas card scenes? Or the adverts 

telling us that if we want to  have a really good Christmas, then we must 

spend more. What about those annoying Christmas songs in the stores 

that seem to begin earlier every year. We cover our homes in tinsel and 

decorations and say that 'Christmas is for the children'. Where did all that 

come from? Somewhere, hidden amongst all of these things,  I want to say,  

there is a story to believe in.  

Over time,  we have picked up ancient and modern traditions that have 

obscured what happened that first Christmas. And let me be a little bit 

controversial. The bible story, as recorded in Mathew and Luke,  doesn't 

help.  

I need to explain myself. Christmas is all about God coming into the world 

and that is what 'Immanuel' means. God with us. The fancy theological 

word is 'Incarnation'.  Without that, everything else in the story is 

worthless.   

Our ancient story tellers,  Mathew and Luke,  were not historians as we 

understand that word. But in telling their story,  they did have a purpose.  

Contained within it,  is something very special. A special truth.  

If they were not historians, they knew the history of the  prophets of God,  

who hundreds of years earlier,  had promised a messenger,  who would 

come and usher in a new history for his people. He was called the Messiah. 

So the story of God  coming into the world,  began long before Bethlehem.  

Indeed the writer of John's gospel says,  it goes back,  right back to the 

beginning of creation itself.  

Our writers picked up these prophecies and made sure that they were part 

and parcel of  that  first Christmas story. In so doing, the people of Jesus' 

day, recognised who Jesus was. This child,  was the long hoped for 

messenger of God. The prophets said; the Messiah would be born of the 

line of King David. Joseph made sure of that. The event would take place in 

Bethlehem and it would involve a young woman,  often described as a 

virgin.  Without these 'markers' of prophecy,  the ancient story was 

worthless,  and the story of the first Christmas would have disappeared 

without trace.   

The question I want to ask is this; if some of these events did not happen, 

as recorded by Matthew and Luke, does that change the extra ordinary 

claim,  of  God entering into human history? As Immanuel. 'God with us'. I 

don't believe it does.  

The rest of the bible does not refer to the Christmas story in any shape or 

form,  and I suggest,  that if we knew nothing of the Christmas story, of 

Bethlehem, Magi and shepherds;  the story of God, in Jesus Christ,  as 'light 

of the world', would not have changed. Except for one thing, we would not 

be celebrating Christmas, this evening. Think about it. 

 


